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When should | water?

Pay attention to signs of stressed grass,
such as a dull green color, footprints that
remain visible after walking on the lawn, or
curled leaf blades. Water only after the top
2" of the soil has dried out. Check moisture

Cover pools and spas when
not in use to lessen evaporation.
In the summer in Texas a 30 ft

How can | use rainwater?
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B sunnyaday!\Rainwater is free, and is better ; ;
What time of day should | water? for you yan o it doesm't contain fozﬂ;a'ﬂﬁ SfleU|d Ete turned off on windy days
Evaporation loss can be 60% higher during hard minérals. o and during drougnt.
the day, so water during the early morning be better forplant: Texas Water-Wise Irrigation Equipment

or in the evening. Do not water on windy Redbud

i _ roqen, . . . .
days. Watering at night does not contribute Water-Wise hz houl?j be ggiz;fvthe most efficient irrigation
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Proper watering once every five days or growth, and makes it less Stiscep ications of fertilizer help minimize or eliminate evaporation, impede
longer will help grass and shrubs develop browning!  Keep grass 5 inchegtall R 1 rodt systems, which keep weed growth, and may help prevent diseases
deep roots (it is especially important to start the summer (however, more tha © Oregdrought-tolerant. Too much caused by under or overwatering. Tubing
this during the spring when root growth is at height stresses the grass). auses excessive growth, creating should be inspected reqularly for damage,

its peak). Over-watered turf will have a short nand for water, more thatch, and the leaks, and debris that may have clogged
root system and will not be drought tolerant, Ordficreased mowing frequency. Many the lines. Soaker hoses are an easy and



inexpensive alternative to drip irrigation.
Soaker hoses perform best when the water
flow rate is low. Soil moisture should be
monitored to determine when enough water
has been applied.

What type of sprinkler should | use?

Use a low-angle sprinkler that produces
large drops of water close to the ground,
rather than an oscillating sprinkler or a
sprinkler that produces a mist or fine spray.
This will help to minimize evaporation.
Sprinklers with adjustable spray patterns are
useful for irreqularly shaped areas (or just use
the hose). Use a timer so you don't forget to
turn it off.

How should | manage my automatic
sprinkler system for water efficiency?

Automatic sprinkler systems can provide
an efficient method of irrigating lawns
because controllers turn the system off
after a predetermined amount of time, so
a measured amount of water is applied.
However, don't just set it in the spring
and leave it all season! Adjust run time
and frequency of the system monthly to
respond to changing rainfall and temperature
conditions. Install rain shut off devices or
moisture sensors to avoid unnecessary
watering. Adjust sprinklers to eliminate
overspray on pavement. Don’t assume that
all plants have the same watering
requirements. Reduce the run
time of sprinklers on shrubs,
which may not need as much
water as grass. Shady areas
may not need as much water
either. To minimize runoff,
adjust the precipitation rate
of the sprinkler head so
the soil has enough time
to absorb the water. Trim
overgrown shrubs or other
objects obstructing the spray
pattern. Some municipalities
offer free irrigation audits.
Otherwise, contact a professional
landscape irrigation specialist for a
maintenance check.
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What maintenance is required for my
automatic sprinkler system?

Check sprinkler heads regularly to remove
dirt or debris that may be clogging the nozzle together
and to make sure they are working at the Mative
proper pressure and not leaking. When spray
heads are inactive they should be as close
to the ground as possible to avoid damading
them with lawn mowers. Repair or replace
broken heads, valves, seals, and pipes. Make
sure the last group of sprinklers shuts off
completely when the next group of sprinklers
turns on. If not, check the valves. Once a
month run the sprinklers for a short time
each cycle while you are at home to
sure they are working properly.

What features should | look
automatic sprinkler syste

ounty
ise landscape
supplier

dditional information on e
water use.

rain-shutoff device, a
(which allows perce

functions. ]

Design WHy ConservE WATER?
Whatjs the be According to the Texas State Wate
watering? Plan, Texas' existing water source

Plant water-wise, w
native shrubs and trees!
buffalo grass, or zoysia, whi re
drought-tolerant. Choose plants,thatare

drought-tolerant (or at least fave [ow
water requirements),“fieat-
tolerant, and are tol t
of the minimum winteé
temperatures in your 10¢

meet only 75% of the projectéd water
demand by 2050. We musSt dse our
2Cious water resource ore effi-
or we will havg mbre frequent
pre severe wate ortages, es-
during dpoughts and hot Texas

5 whe eruseis 1.5t 3
| .

area. Instead of grass, p fegper ghan winter use. In the

drought-tolerant ground : odtdoor water use can ac-

cover in areas that are o050 to 80 percent of home

narrow, small, sloping, odd- I r uSe! Much of this water is wasted
shaped, or close to pavement. ConsERVATION rofidh inefficient landscape watering

Limit turf areas to those needed for ; ) :
practical uses. Many cities provide D ITexas V\t}aéer,d practices. Using water more efficiently
S OPMER” Sodr will also save energy and money, and

lists of water-wise plants and some PO Box 13231
,\\ . offer landscaping rebates. Group Capitol Station protect the quality of life of future gen-
Sl your plants into irrigation zones Austin, Texas erations. We must be responsible and
according to their water requirements 78711-3231

(hydrozoning) so you don't overwater www. twdb. state. tx.us conserve water now.

one type of plant to meet the needs

This brochure
Development Board in coop
Austin Water Conservation. Some refe
was adapted from “Handbook of Water Us
Conservation” by Amy Vickers (WaterPlo ‘
Plant illustrations by Mancy McGowan.




